Surfacing Mental Models on Assessment

a) When we count all assessments during the learning process and then average the results to provide a final grade we are actually grading how fast students learn rather than whether they actually learned.
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b) The kinds of assessment that we traditionally rely on to measure student learning may be one of the reasons why we consider some students as ‘exceptional’. 
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c) Many of our high achieving students may not necessarily be more capable, they are simply better at monitoring how they learn and aligning successful learning strategies with continued high performance - they understand how they learn. The effective use of formative assessment can address the inability of some students to understand how to learn. 

