Case Law Assignment 
                                                       Cheryl Kennedy-Jamieson
Case Category: Minority Language Rights
Citation:  [2000] 1 SCR 3
Provincial Location: Summerside, Prince Edward Island
Case Name: Arseneault-Cameron v. Prince Edward Island
General statement of the Legal Issue: Parents have the Constitutional right to have their children educated in their language.
Brief paragraph outlining the case:
The case Arseneault-Cameron v. Prince Edward Island addresses the issue of access to French education for the Francophone minority language population in Summerside, Prince Edward Island. This case involves two parents who took their case to court when their request for primary education in the French language was denied by the Minister of Education.
When the Minister of Education was presented with a plan for a French School in the area of Summerside, PEI, the request was denied due to lack of funding. The Minister offered that the government would pay for transportation for the students to and from an existing French school outside of the area. This would mean a 57 minute bus ride for students in order to receive schooling in their language. The parents decided to take their case to court.
Judge’s final ruling:
The judge ruled that based on section 23 subsection 3(b) there was a sufficient number of children to warrant the use of public funding for French schooling in the area. Under section 23 “Educational Languages” of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the parents had a right to send their children for primary education in their area of Summerside, PEI.
Importance of this case to us a teachers: As a result of the parents’ Constitutional right to have their children educated in their language, the province has to implement a program within the region or cover expenses for the children to travel to another region. Should the numbers warrant a school in their region, the province must rectify the situation and implement a school or program.
