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___  Effective teachers are the most important aspect of schooling for enhancing student learning.

___  Classroom assessment may be one of the most powerful ways that teachers can increase student achievement.

___ Assessment should: give students a clear picture of their progress, encourage students to improve, be formative in nature and be given frequently.

___ Classroom assessment should be perceived as feedback that guides student progress.

___ Marking right or wrong does little to improve student achievement.

___ Providing the correct answer helps improve student achievement somewhat (~ 8%)
___ The use of clear scoring criteria is twice as effective as providing the answer (~ 16%)

___ Providing explanations why responses are correct or not adds the clear criteria (~ 20%)

___ Providing opportunities to try until answers are correct is also superior than just giving the answers (~20%) 
___ Displaying results graphically and interpreting evaluation rules are also effective ways to improve student achievement ( 26 - 32%)

___ How feedback is given greatly affects student achievement. 
___ Whether it discourages or encourages students is based on motivation theory (Drive theory & Attribution theory).

___ Drive theory - students either strive for success or try to avoid failure. The choice  they make determines whether they find challenging work encouraging 
        or discouraging.

___ Attribution theory - the way students explain success or failure affects their motivation to strive for success.
___ If they see failure as something they can overcome (not trying or not working hard enough) they are more likely to take on challenges. 
___ Teachers can help these students to learn optimism. They can help students see that low scores do not have to mean failure, they can be benchmarks for 
       growth.
___ Formative assessment which occurs during the learning process has more affect on increasing student achievement than summative assessment which 
       comes at the end. 

___ Frequent formative assessment, formal or informal, increases student achievement. 
___ The effect of assessment frequency levels off at about 5-10 times in a 15 week period (at least every other day).

___ Summary: To increase student achievement we should use frequent formative assessment that provides students with  a picture of their progress and how  

        they can improve. The feedback we give should reflect our knowledge of what encourages students to work harder to achieve. 

