Test Evaluation Activity
NOTE: Given the time we have remaining in the course I have reduced the scope of this activity. We will examine the learning targets that apply to only Chapter 5.

When constructing a test it is important to consider two factors:

1. Do the test items address all of the outcomes covered during instruction? 
2. Have the test items evaluated learning at several taxonomy levels?  
If the answer to either of these questions is no, you should have any outcomes or taxonomy levels that are not addressed by the test covered by some other form of assessment (project, performance, observation, etc).
A table of specifications is a simple way to check your test to determine whether additional assessments need to be used. The column at the left should show the learning targets (aka - lesson objectives) that you use in your lesson plans. These are usually more specific than the course outcomes and are stated in measurable phrases. Therefore you start by ‘unpacking’ the course outcomes and stating them as targets/lesson objectives. 
Once the table has each of the targets/lesson objectives listed, you go through your test, item by item, and place a check mark in the box that matches the target and taxonomy level. When you have completed this task you can identify any targets/lesson objectives that have not been assessed. You will also see whether your test items are focusing on a broad sample of taxonomy levels. A valid test addresses both of these factors as much as possible. 

Chapter 5- Preparing Selected and Constructed Response Tests
	Chapter Outcomes


	
	Learning Targets

Students will:

	Define summative assessment, selected response test items, constructed response test items, item stem, distracters, and specific determiners
	1
	know and apply the terminology used to discuss test construction

	
	2
	list three types of selected response items

	
	3
	demonstrate how each selected response item is designed

	
	4
	explain the difference between restricted and extended constructed response items

	
	

	Compare the purpose for and other aspects of diagnostic, formative, and summative assessments
	5
	define: diagnostic, formative & summative assessment

	
	6
	articulate the purpose, timing, and use of each of these assessment types 

	
	
	

	Write fair and accurate selected response and constructed response test items
	7
	make effective use of distracters in multiple choice items

	
	8
	identify and correct specific determiners

	
	9
	identify common errors in sample items

	
	10
	implement the seven rules for test construction

	
	11
	analyze, evaluate and correct poorly written test items

	
	12
	construct effective multiple choice, true-false and matching items

	
	13
	create well written constructed response items

	
	
	

	Compare the advantages and disadvantages of different types of selected response and constructed response test items
	14
	make best use of selected response and constructed response items to assess learning targets

	
	15
	itemize the major advantages & disadvantages of test item types

	
	
	

	List the guidelines for constructing or selecting interpretive exercises
	16
	articulate the design of an interpretive exercise 

	
	17
	construct effective interpretive exercises

	
	18
	analyze, evaluate and correct poorly written interpretive exercises

	
	19
	Know and apply the general guidelines for interpretive exercises

	Cite guidelines for writing and critiquing test items
	20
	know and apply the terminology used to describe test construction

	
	21
	differentiate between lower and higher level test items

	
	22
	evaluate test items by item type and improve weak items

	
	23
	use effective practices to arrange test items

	Describe decisions required in planning a test
	24
	articulate the correct planning sequence for outcomes, instruction and assessment

	
	25
	match item types to assessment purpose

	
	26
	analyze the validity of non-teacher developed tests 

	
	27
	create a test consisting of balance item types and question lengths

	
	28
	state common weaknesses of teacher made tests

	
	29
	identify practices that impact test validity and reliability

	State guidelines for assembling a test 
	30
	construct appropriate length tests  

	
	31
	format test instructions that students can easily follow

	
	32
	evaluate test validity using a table of specifications 

	Additional targets covered 
	33
	apply the knowledge of cognitive, affective & psychomotor taxonomies

	
	


	
Learning Targets 


	Knows
	Comprehends
	Applies
	Analyzes  
	Synthesizes
	Evaluates
	Total Items

	
	Terms          
	Facts
	Procedures
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1 know and apply the terminology used to discuss test construction
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2     list three types of selected response items

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3    demonstrate how each selected response item is  

      designed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4    explain the difference between restricted and 
       extended constructed response items
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5   define: diagnostic, formative & summative 
        assessment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6   articulate the purpose, timing, and use of each of 
        these assessment types 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7    make effective use of distracters in multiple choice   

       items
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8    identify and correct specific determiners

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9   identify common errors in sample items

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10   implement the seven rules for test construction
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11   analyze, evaluate and correct poorly written test 
         items
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12  construct effective multiple choice, true-false and 
         matching items
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
Learning Targets 


	Knows
	Comprehends
	Applies
	Analyzes  
	Synthesizes
	Evaluates
	Total Items

	
	Terms          
	Facts
	Procedures
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13  create well written constructed response items 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14   make best use of selected response and constructed 
       response items to assess learning targets
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15  itemize the major advantages & disadvantages of 
         test  item types
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16  articulate the design of an interpretive exercise 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17  construct effective interpretive exercises
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18  analyze, evaluate and correct poorly written 
         interpretive exercises
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19  know and apply the general guidelines for 
         interpretive exercises
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20  know and apply the terminology used to describe test 
        construction
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21  differentiate between lower and higher level test 
         items
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22  evaluate test items by item type and improve weak 
         items
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 23  use effective practices to arrange test items
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24  articulate the correct planning sequence for 
        outcomes, instruction and assessment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
Learning Targets 


	Knows
	Comprehends
	Applies
	Analyzes  
	Synthesizes
	Evaluates
	Total Items

	
	Terms          
	Facts
	Procedures
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25  match item types to assessment purpose
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26  analyze the validity of non-teacher developed tests 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	27  create a test consisting of balance item types and 
         question lengths
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	28  state common weaknesses of teacher made tests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	29  identify practices that impact test validity and 
         reliability
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	30  construct appropriate length tests  

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	31  format test instructions that students can easily 
         follow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	32  evaluate test validity using a table of specifications 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	33  apply the knowledge of cognitive, affective & 
         psychomotor taxonomies
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	34  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	35
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	36
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